
 
JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF GEORGIA 

 

General Session 
 

Friday, April 22, 2011 
             

State Offices South at Tift College 
Georgia Department of Corrections 

 
9:00 p.m. – 12 p.m. 

 
Vinzant Hall  

(Classroom A and B) 
 

 
 

Luncheon 
12:00 p.m. 

 
Optional: DOC Firing Range 

1:00 p.m. 
 

300 Patrol Road 
Forsyth, GA 31029 



Directions 
 

State Offices South at Tift College 
Georgia Department of Corrections 

300 Patrol Road 
Forsyth, GA 31029 

 

 
 
Driving on I-75 Northbound: 
 
• Take exit 186 in Forsyth, GA.  
• Turn left and proceed 0.25 miles to Patrol Road. 
• Turn right on Patrol Road and proceed 0.45 miles to the entrance to Tift 

College on Left. 
 

Driving on I-75 Southbound: 
 
• Take exit 186 in Forsyth, GA. 
• Turn right and proceed 0.12 miles to Patrol Road. 
• Turn right on Patrol Road and proceed 0.45 miles to the entrance to Tift 

College on Left. 
 
This is a secure facility.  There will be a guard at the gate. You will need to present a photo ID 
and know the name of the building (Vinzant) where your meeting will be held.  The guard will 
give you specific instructions where to park.   
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Judicial Council of Georgia 
State Offices South at Tift College 

Georgia Department of Corrections 
300 Patrol Road 

Forsyth, Georgia 31029  
 

Friday, April 22, 2011 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Light Breakfast will be served at 8:00 a.m.   
Box Lunch will be served at 12:00 p.m.  

 
 

1. Introductions and Preliminary Remarks 
 (Chief Justice Hunstein, Est. Time — 10 Min.) 
 

2. Approval of Minutes—January 21, 2011  
 (Chief Justice Hunstein, Est. Time — 5 Min.) 

 
3. National Initiatives on Evidence-Based Sentencing 

Presentation and Discussion Led by Representative from PEW Foundation 
(Est. Time—1 hour) 
 

***********Break – 10 Min.***********  
 

4. Committee Reports: 
 

A. Standing Committee on Policy & Legislation (Update and Next Steps)  
(Presiding Justice George H. Carley, Est. Time — 10 Min.) 
 

B. Standing Committee on Budget   
 (Justice P. Harris Hines, Est. Time — 20 Min.) 

1) FY 2011 
2) FY 2012 

 
C. Standing Committee on Drug Courts 

(Chief Judge Jeffrey S. Bagley, Est. Time—10 Min.) 
 

D. Court Reporting Matters Committee 
(Presiding Judge Herbert E. Phipps - Written Report) 
  

5. Report from AOC Director 
 (Ms. Marla S. Moore, Time — 15 Min.) 
 

6. Reports from Appellate Courts and Trial Court Councils 
  

A. Supreme Court  
 (Chief Justice Carol W. Hunstein, Est. Time — 5 Min.) 
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B. Court of Appeals 
 (Chief Judge John J. Ellington, Est. Time — 5 Min.) 
 

C. Council of Superior Court Judges 
(Judge Kathlene F. Gosselin, Est. Time — 5 Min.) 
 

D. Council of State Court Judges 
(Judge John W. Bass, Sr., Est. Time — 5 Min.) 
 

E. Council of Juvenile Court Judges 
(Judge F. Bryant Henry, Jr., Est. Time — 5 Min.) 
 

F. Council of Probate Court Judges  
(Judge Todd A. Blackwell, Est. Time — 5 Min.) 
 

G. Council of Magistrate Court Judges 
(Judge (Al) William A. Willis, Jr., Est. Time — 5 Min.) 
 

H. Council of Municipal Court Judges   
(Judge Nelly F. Withers, Est. Time — 5 Min.) 
 

7. Old/New Business 
 (Chief Justice Carol W. Hunstein, Est. Time — 5 Min)   
 

8. Concluding Remarks and Adjournment 
 (Chief Justice Carol W. Hunstein, Est. Time — 5 Min.) 
 

A. Next Regular Council Meeting 
   
Date:  Friday, August 26, 2011 
Place: Administrative Office of the Courts 
Time: 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. 
(Tour of AOC Facilities will be conducted immediately following lunch) 

 













AFY 2011  AS PASSED
AFY 2011  Judicial Council Budget 03/30/2011

Program FY 11
AFY11    
Change

AFY 11 
Received

Georgia Resource Center 565,500 0 0.00% 565,500
Office of Dispute Resolution 65,013 0 0.00% 65,013
Institute of Continuing Judicial Education 507,072 (20,283) -4.00% 486,789
Judicial Qualifications Commission 251,749 95,960 38.12% 347,709
Total 1,389,334          75,677          5.45% 1,465,011

Judicial Council 
Administrative Office of the Courts 6,001,437 (358,011) -5.97% 5,643,426
Council of State Court Judges* 1,271,366 (60,424) -4.75% 1,210,942
Judicial Council Standing Committee on Drug Courts 1,909,878 0 0.00% 1,909,878
Child Support Guidelines Commission 105,575 (5,018) -4.75% 100,557
County and Municipal Probation Advisory Council 252,225 (11,987) -4.75% 240,237
Legal Services to Victims of Domestic Violence 1,887,159 (89,691) -4.75% 1,797,468
Council of Probate Court Judges 66,874 (3,178) -4.75% 63,695
Council of Municipal Court Judges 17,681 (840) -4.75% 16,841
Council of Magistrate Court Judges 174,119 (8,275) -4.75% 165,843
Georgia Council of Court Administrators 4,431 (211) -4.76% 4,220
Georgia Commission on Family Violence 368,771 (17,527) -4.75% 351,244
Total Judicial Council 12,059,515 (555,163) -4.60% 11,504,353
* employer contribution transfer
Total  Judicial Council Section 13,448,849 (479,486) -3.57% 12,969,364

($482,381) reduction spread evenly as a percentage (4.75%); excluding Drug Courts.  AOC absorbing ($72,781) reduction in statewide 
adjustments to be distributed across subprograms by usage and personnel counts (Worker's Comp, GTA, State Health Benefits Plan 
and GBA)
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  5.1. Court of Appeals 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is for this court to review and exercise appellate and 
certiorari jurisdiction pursuant to the Constitution of the State of Georgia, Art. VI, Section V, Para. 
III, in all cases not reserved to the Supreme Court of Georgia or conferred on other courts by law. 

165        Total Funds $12,841,729 

166        Other Funds $150,000 

167           Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $150,000 

168        State Funds $12,691,729 

169           State General Funds $12,691,729 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds 
170 Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB948)  $12,531,853 $12,681,853 

171 Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($912) ($912) 

172 Reflect an adjustment in the Workers' Compensation premium.  ($296) ($296) 

173 Increase the employer share to the State Health Benefit Plan for state 
employees.  

$213,772 $213,772 

174 Reduce administrative personnel and operating expenses.  ($52,688) ($52,688) 

175 Amount appropriated in this Act  $12,691,729 $12,841,729 

  

          

  Section 6: Judicial Council 

176        Total Funds $16,141,595              
177        Federal Funds and Grants $2,552,935              
178             Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $2,552,935              
179        Other Funds $619,295              
180             Agency Funds $350,390              
181             Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $268,905              
182        State Funds $12,969,365              
183             State General Funds $12,969,365              

 

          

  6.1. Georgia Office of Dispute Resolution 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to oversee the state's court-connected alternative 
dispute resolution (ADR) services by promoting the establishment of new ADR court programs, 
providing support to existing programs, establishing and enforcing qualifications and ethical 
standards, registering ADR professionals and volunteers, providing training, administering 
statewide grants, and collecting statistical data to monitor program effectiveness. 

184        Total Funds $237,903 

185        Other Funds $172,890 

186           Agency Funds $172,890 

187        State Funds $65,013 

188           State General Funds $65,013 

          

  6.2. Institute of Continuing Judicial Education 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide basic training and continuing education 
for Superior Court Judges, Juvenile Court Judges, State Court Judges, Probate Court Judges, 
Magistrate Court Judges, Municipal Court Judges, Superior Court Clerks, Juvenile Court Clerks, 
Municipal Court Clerks, and other court personnel. 

189        Total Funds $664,289 

190        Other Funds $177,500 

191           Agency Funds $177,500 

192        State Funds $486,789 

193           State General Funds $486,789 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds 
194 Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB948)  $507,072 $684,572 

195 Reduce funds.  ($20,283) ($20,283) 
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196 Amount appropriated in this Act  $486,789 $664,289 

          

  6.3. Judicial Council 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to support the Administrative Office of the Courts; to 
support accountability courts and the Standing Committee on Drug Courts; to provide 
administrative support for the Councils of the Magistrate Court Judges, the Municipal Court Judges, 
the Probate Court Judges, and the State Court Judges; to operate the Child Support E-Filing system, 
the Child Support Guidelines Commission, the Commission on Interpreters, the County and 
Municipal Probation Advisory Council, the Georgia Commission on Family Violence, the Children 
and Family Courts division; and to support the Committee on Justice for Children. 

197        Total Funds $14,326,194 

198        Federal Funds and Grants $2,552,935 

199           Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $2,552,935 

200        Other Funds $268,905 

201           Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $268,905 

202        State Funds $11,504,354 

203           State General Funds $11,504,354 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds 
204 Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB948)  $12,059,516 $14,881,356 

205 Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($70,691) ($70,691) 

206 Reflect an adjustment in the Workers' Compensation premium.  ($588) ($588) 

207 Increase the employer share to the State Health Benefit Plan for state 
employees.  

$98,498 $98,498 

208 Reduce personal services and operating expenses, to be spread among all 
Judicial Council subprograms. (CC:Exempt accountability courts.) 

($482,381) ($482,381) 

209 Reduce funds to reflect a rental payment credit from the Georgia Building 
Authority. 

($100,000) ($100,000) 

210 Amount appropriated in this Act  $11,504,354 $14,326,194 

          

  6.4. Judicial Qualifications Commission 

  

Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to investigate complaints filed against a judicial 
officer, impose and recommend disciplinary sanctions against any judicial officer, and when 
necessary, file formal charges against that officer and provide a formal trial or hearing. The 
purpose of this appropriation is also to produce formal and informal advisory opinions; provide 
training and guidance to judicial candidates regarding the Code of Judicial Conduct; and 
investigate allegations of unethical campaign practices. 

211        Total Funds $347,709 

212        State Funds $347,709 

213           State General Funds $347,709 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds 
214 Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB948)  $251,749 $251,749 

215 Increase the employer share to the State Health Benefit Plan for state 
employees.  

$4,226 $4,226 

216 Provide funds for expenses related to the investigation and prosecution of 
judges. (CC:Provide funds for outstanding legal bills ($56,734) and operations 
and prosecutions of three judges, for the rest of FY 2011 ($35,000). ) 

$91,734 $91,734 

217 Amount appropriated in this Act  $347,709 $347,709 

          

  6.5. Resource Center 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to provide direct representation to death penalty 
sentenced inmates and to recruit and assist private attorneys to represent plaintiffs in habeas corpus 
proceedings. 

218        Total Funds $565,500 

219        State Funds $565,500 

220           State General Funds $565,500 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous appropriation act:  
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  State Funds Total Funds 
221 Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB948)  $565,500 $565,500 

222 Amount appropriated in this Act  $565,500 $565,500 

  

          

  Section 7: Juvenile Courts 

223        Total Funds $7,210,220              
224        Federal Funds and Grants $447,456              
225             Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $447,456              
226        State Funds $6,762,764              
227             State General Funds $6,762,764              

 

          

  7.1. Council of Juvenile Court Judges 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is for the Council of Juvenile Court Judges to represent 
all the juvenile judges in Georgia. Jurisdiction in cases involving children includes delinquencies, 
status offenses, and deprivation. 

228        Total Funds $1,909,659 

229        Federal Funds and Grants $447,456 

230           Federal Funds Not Specifically Identified $447,456 

231        State Funds $1,462,203 

232           State General Funds $1,462,203 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds 
233 Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB948)  $1,464,821 $1,912,277 

234 Reflect an adjustment in telecommunications expenses.  ($2,491) ($2,491) 

235 Increase the employer share to the State Health Benefit Plan for state 
employees.  

$24,637 $24,637 

236 Eliminate funding for one vacant administrative assistant position.  ($24,764) ($24,764) 

237 Amount appropriated in this Act  $1,462,203 $1,909,659 

          

  7.2. Grants to Counties for Juvenile Court Judges 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is for payment of state funds to circuits to pay for 
juvenile court judges' salaries. 

238        Total Funds $5,300,561 

239        State Funds $5,300,561 

240           State General Funds $5,300,561 

  

          

  Section 8: Prosecuting Attorneys 

241        Total Funds $58,289,561              
242        Other Funds $1,802,127              
243             Other Funds - Not Specifically Identified $1,802,127              
244        State Funds $56,487,434              
245             State General Funds $56,487,434              

 

          

  8.1. Council of Superior Court Clerks 

  
Purpose:  The purpose of this appropriation is to assist superior court clerks throughout the state in 
the execution of their duties and to promote and assist in the training of Superior Court clerks. 

246        Total Funds $199,952 

247        State Funds $199,952 

248           State General Funds $199,952 

  The above amounts include the following adjustments, additions, and deletions to the previous appropriation act:  

  State Funds Total Funds 
249 Amount from prior Appropriation Act (HB948)  $208,283 $208,283 

250 Reduce operating expenses.  ($8,331) ($8,331) 




















































